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Welcome to the Jubilate Journal, the second exciting edition of your Jubilate members’ newsletter! This month, we fill you in on the latest plans for our weekend away in Oxford, reveal all on the venue for this summer’s CD recording, and ask for help with a very important project…
New members
As our last newsletter was back in November, the committee would like to take this opportunity to give a special mention (and very belated welcome!) to our new members, Lisa O’Prey (S1), Suzanna Kantor (S2), Tamsin Roberts (S2) and Julie Martin (A). Our open rehearsal in January attracted unprecedented interest, and Sarah was very careful to only select those who she felt confident would be able to cope with the challenge of learning so much new music so quickly. They are doing an incredible job so far, having learnt both repertoire and choreography for Voicelab last month. Keep up the good work, girls!
Blooming marvellous
There have already been two ‘Jubilate Juniors’ born in 2010 (congratulations to Suzi Slatkin and Carolyn Powers) – and now it looks like all good things come in threes![image: image3.png]Home
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Jubilate means 'celebration’ in Latin, and that's the essence of this special ladies' choir, based in Harrow, West London.
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 We were all delighted to hear the news that Sarah and Rob are expecting their first baby in the summer. The committee is pleased to confirm that our trusty accompanist Chris Lambert has been appointed as Interim MD during Sarah’s absence; taking over in September 2010. Chris is an incredibly experienced musician who has worked both as a musical director in theatre and as an arranger and we are confident that he will do a fantastic job. Chris is very brave to be taking us ladies on – we know you will all make him feel really welcome. 
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New website
As you are all aware, the new Jubilate website launched back in February – thank you for all the positive feedback so far. The site has been given a more efficient and modern feel, with a new gallery, jukebox and members’ area. The purpose of the members’ area is to provide you with the latest term dates as well as times for our upcoming commitments, so it is a good idea to check this regularly if you are unsure of any arrangements. The content of this page isn't really relevant to the public, so it's password-protected -remember you will need to type ‘adiemus’ before you can be granted access. The website also has one central point of contact for all enquiries relating to membership, events and bookings; so hopefully queries can be dealt with more quickly and efficiently. If you know anyone hoping to join us as a member, tell them to keep an eye on the ‘Join Us’ page, as all future open rehearsals will be listed there.

Oxford workshop 
We hope you are all looking forward to the weekend of 8th/9th May, where we will be joined by a very special guest in the beautiful and history city of Oxford. Bob Chilcott is one of the world’s premier composers and conductors in Britain today, and as the composer of two of our favourite pieces, ‘Little Jazz Mass’ and ‘The Lily and the Rose’ who better to lead us in a choral workshop and give us some tips on how to get the most out of our performance?! The workshop is being held at the Parish Church of St Michael in the North Gate in central Oxford, and Bob will be joining us from 10.30am – 5pm, so we would like you all to arrive at the church at 10am.

If you are staying at the Oxford Peartree Travelodge there are 140 car parking spaces available (£3 per 24 hours). To get into town from there you can use the Park & Ride service. The Peartree facility is just next door and will get you into town in around 10 minutes.  

In the evening Karen has arranged for us to have a meal and drinks at The Living Room – a funky little bar and restaurant in the city centre. For those of you who are able to stay until Sunday, we have arranged to put on a short lunchtime concert at the church from 1.15pm until 2pm. This should be a really nice way of winding up the weekend and polishing all those moves in front of a smaller audience before the summer concert in June! We hope you can join us – it’s shaping up to be a great weekend and for those of you who haven’t experienced a Jubilate weekend away before, we know you’ll have a lot of fun. 
CD recording
Plans have now been finalised regarding a venue for the recording of our CD. We have booked two sessions at St Nicholas Church, Taplow on the weekend of Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th July. Those of you who sang at the Three Choirs concert may remember singing in the same church back in 2007. On Saturday we need you to arrive at the church by 6pm, and by 1pm on the Sunday afternoon.
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Taplow is a small, quiet village just outside Maidenhead, Berkshire, which should be more conducive to recording than our local area of Harrow, and provided we are given the barbeque summer we have been promised, there should be ample opportunity to relax on the village green (whilst practising your parts, of course!). Map below. 
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New uniforms
Hopefully by now you have all had the chance to see the fabulous new Jubilate uniform – designed by Fashionizer. Operating at the top end of the corporate market, Fashionizer has a 15-year track record in delivering high quality uniforms and currently counts Claridges, The Wolseley, Kurt Geiger and British Airways amongst its client base. How exciting that Jubilate will now be added to this list! The committee would like to give a special mention and thank you to Allison and Nin, who have dedicated so much of their time to ensure that the whole process has run smoothly. Thanks also to the uniform committee for their input and support over the past few months. 

Fundraising bid – help needed!
The committee has been looking into various ways of obtaining a small arts grant for the purposes of buying our very own portable risers. We have been in touch with the Wessex Male Choir as they put in a similar bid for their own staging (and were successful). They have been extremely helpful, and have agreed to support and advise us with our bid – but we need your help! If anyone (or more than one person) has any experience of applying for grants/funding and would be willing to lend a few hours of your time to this project, please see a member of the committee. We really feel that having our own staging would be of huge benefit to the choir and we would be extremely grateful to anyone who could help us achieve our goal. 
Recent events
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Those of you who were at the Southbank Centre on 7th March for the Voicelab Welcomes event will know what a fun day was had by all. The audience were incredibly receptive, joining in with our ‘When the Saints Go Marching In/Swing Low Sweet Chariot’ round and getting off their feet at the end of the set to dance to Chatanooga Choo Choo. Andrea Encinas, Arts Director at the Southbank, sent us a lovely email to thank us for coming, “It was my pleasure to host you here at SC.  What a lovely audience!  Sorry for messing your name up at the intro and thanks for getting in the spirit of the event with the encore and dancing. I enjoyed your set very much.  Give my regards to Sarah and the choir.” 
Forthcoming events - save the date!
The fundraising quiz/fish and chip supper that had been proposed to take place in the middle of April has been postponed, with a view to rescheduling later in the year. As you are all aware, the choir has a number of large and costly projects this year which require funding, including the new uniforms, workshop and CD recording, so when the new date is announced please all do your best to drive attendance. The more guests we have at these events, the more it will lower the costs for choir members!
The committee has decided that rather than holding our annual AGM at the start of term in September, it will take place on Tuesday 6th July this year - and will be followed by an end of term social event. AGMs are incredibly important as they allow us to reflect on the past year and inform our members of future activities. It is also an opportunity for us to elect new committee members; something which we all have a say in. Although it is a formal meeting, remember that it is also a good opportunity for you to ask questions regarding the direction the choir will take in the future, so please join us if you can. 
The Christmas concert will take place once again at St John’s, Greenhill. Date is likely to be Saturday 11th December (to be confirmed).
And finally…
Sarah and the committee would like to remind you that choir should always be a positive and fun experience. Should you have any feedback, problems or comments about choir in general, they are always welcome. The only way we can make choir a rewarding and happy experience for all is if we create and maintain a feeling of democracy, so we would encourage you to approach any member of the committee in complete confidence before a minor niggle becomes a much bigger problem.
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